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ABSTRACT:

This study investigated the effects of dietary supplementation with silicon nanoparticles (Si-NPs) on the growth performance,
trace element concentrations, and serum enzyme activity of Cyprinus carpio (C. carpio) over a 90-day feeding trial. Four
experimental diets with varying levels of Si-NPs were prepared: the first group (GRP1) was given 0 mg/kg, the second group
(GRP2) received 1 mg/kg, the third group (GRP3) was supplemented with 2 mg/kg, and the fourth group (GRP4) had 3 mg/kg
of Si-NPs. Results revealed that moderate levels of Si-NPs (1-2 mg/kg) significantly improved growth performance (p < 0.05),
with GRP3 exhibiting the highest final weight (35 + 0.44 g), weight gain (22.4 + 0.5 g), and feed conversion ratio (1.269 +
0.023). In contrast, GRP4 (3 mg/kg) showed reduced growth. Trace element analysis demonstrated that Si-NPs at 1-2 mg/kg
enhanced the bioavailability of essential elements such as Sodium (Na), Iron (Fe), Magnesium (Mg), and Zinc (Zn), while higher
doses disrupted trace element homeostasis. Serum enzyme activities, including Alanine Aminotransferase (ALT), Aspartate
Aminotransferase (AST), Acid Phosphatase (ACP), Alkaline Phosphatase (ALP), and Lactate Dehydrogenase (LDH), were
significantly reduced in GRP2 and GRP3, suggesting a protective effect against oxidative stress and tissue damage. However,
enzyme activities of GRP4 returned to control values, implying a threshold effect. The research indicates the beneficial effect of
Si-NPs as a food supplement for growth enhancement, nutrient assimilation, and protecting the fish against oxidative stress if

p-ISSN: 2663-628X
e-ISSN: 2663-6298

https://doi.org/10.25271/sju0z.2025.13.2.1495

dosing is carefully adjusted to avoid toxicity.

KEYWORDS: Aquaculture, Cyprinus Carpio, Growth Enhancement, Trace Element, Si-NPs.

1. INTRODUCTION

Aquaculture is one of the fastest-growing sectors in global
animal protein production (Hoseini and Al Sulivany, 2024). In the
aquaculture sector, silicon nanoparticles (Si-NPs) have gained
considerable interest due to their potential to boost disease
resistance, improve growth rates, and alleviate environmental
challenges, including the effects of heavy metal toxicity (Khalefa et
al., 2024). Si-NPs play a potential role in regulating immune
functions by boosting the efficiency of antioxidant enzymes,
lowering oxidative stress, and enhancing general fish health
(Mahboub et al., 2024; Rahman et al., 2025). Additionally, these
nanoparticles have been shown to reduce the harmful effects of
heavy metals and combat pathogenic diseases, thereby supporting
the sustainability and resilience of aquaculture systems (Khalefa et
al., 2024; Ali et al., 2024). Their potential to enhance nutrient
absorption and promote beneficial gut microbiota further solidifies
their role as an effective and promising feed supplement in fish
nutrition (Hussain et al., 2024; Ghafarifarsani et al., 2024; Hamed
& Badran, 2024; El-Naby ef al., 2025).
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In developing countries across Asia and Africa, the expansion
of the aquaculture sector plays a vital role in ensuring economic
stability and strengthening food security (Chan et al., 2019). The
effectiveness of aquaculture practices largely depends on the
quality of feed, which directly impacts production efficiency and
economic sustainability (Singha et al., 2021). The use of Si-NPs in
aquafeeds has been linked to enhanced feed efficiency and better
growth outcomes in multiple fish species.

Heavy metal pollution in aquatic environments poses a serious
risk to fish health, leading to oxidative stress, weakened immune
systems, and impaired organ function (Banday et al, 2019).
Harmful metals like lead, cadmium, and mercury accumulate in fish
tissues, disrupting cellular balance and metabolic processes, which
ultimately hampers growth and weakens immune function (Balali-
Mood et al., 2021; Reda et al., 2025). Moreover, incorporating Si-
NPs into fish diets has been shown to revive antioxidant defense
systems by lowering oxidative stress markers and boosting the
activity of antioxidant enzymes in fish affected by trace element
toxicity (Ro et al., 2025).
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Furthermore, the immunomodulatory properties of Si-NPs
have garnered significant attention in aquaculture. Research
suggests that including Si-NPs in fish diets notably strengthen
immune responses by increasing immunoglobulin levels, boosting
cytokine production, and upregulating immune-related gene
expression, ultimately enhancing disease resistance in fish
(Ghafarifarsani ef al., 2024; Hussain et al., 2024). In common carp
(C. carpio), the addition of Si-NPs has also demonstrated beneficial
impacts on gut health, nutrient absorption, and overall growth
performance, including improvements in body composition
(Hamed and Badran, 2024). The incorporation of Si-NPs into
aquafeeds has proven effective in promoting fish growth,
optimizing enzyme activity, boosting immune system performance,
and counteracting the harmful effects of heavy metal toxicity.
However, these promising results, further research is necessary to
determine the ideal dosage, assess long-term physiological impacts,
and explore potential interactions with other functional feed
additives. This study aims to investigate the effects of dietary Si-
NPs on growth performance, enzyme activity, and metal
accumulation in C. carpio (common carp), providing valuable
insights into the application of nanotechnology for sustainable
aquaculture practices.

2. MATERIALS AND METHODS

Fish and Rearing Condition:

One hundred twenty healthy C. carpio juveniles of the same
age group, weighing 12.00+1.50 g and a total length of 8.50+1.20
cm, were obtained from Tawakal Fish Hatchery, Punjab, Pakistan.
The fish was transported to the aquaculture laboratory of the Saline
Water Aquaculture Research Center, Fisheries Department. Before
the experiment began, the fish was acclimated to laboratory

conditions for 15 days to allow physiological adaptation. To
eliminate potential external pathogens, the fish were disinfected
with sodium chloride (NaCl) solution (Sigma-Aldrich) for 1-2
minutes, as per the disinfection protocol provided by Zhang et al.
(2024). During the acclimatization period, fish were given a
standardized basal diet twice daily at fixed intervals to provide the
best nutrition and health conditions (Laz-Figueroa et al., 2024).
After acclimatization, fish were allocated randomly into twelve
glass aquaria, each measuring 120x40x50 cm® with a capacity of
100 liters.

Preparation of Experimental Diets:

Purely activated, 100% natural silica nanoparticles (SiO2; Si-
NPs) of case number item 7631-86-9, which were purchased from
Sigma Aldrich, Pakistan. The Si-NPs were recovered by the use of
ethanol and thus gave a size distribution between 300 nm to 400 nm
with an average active density of 2.08+0.21 g/cm? is equivalent to
approximately 3x10'¢ nanoparticles per gram. Post-purchasing, the
Si-NPs were prepared at the Fish Aquaculture Laboratory, Saline
Water Aquaculture Research Center, Fisheries Department, to
enhance their bioavailability and functional characteristics so that
they could be applied for fish nutrition study.

In Table 1, all the ingredients were ground into powders using
a blender. Then, the required quantities of fish meal corn, soybean
barely, ascorbic acid, premix, and Si-NPs were weighed with an
electronic digital weighing balance. The ingredients were then
blended in a feed mixer for 10 min. After that, slowly, 15ml of
distilled water was poured and mixed to create a dough. This dough
was then passed through a 2.0 mm diameter hand-driven pelleting
machine. Extrusion-produced pellets were overnight stored at 45°C
and then preserved at -18°C to be used later (Ceccotti et al., 2019).

Table 1: Diet composition of fish-fed diets with different concentrations of Si-NPs during 90-day intervals

Ingredient GRP 0 (Si-NPs) GRP1 (Si-NPs) GRP2 (Si-NPs) GRP3 (Si-NPs)
Si-NPs 0 mg/kg 1 mg/kg 2 mg/kg 3 mg/kg
Fish Meal 16 16 16 16
Com 14 13 12 11
Soybean 30 28 26 24
Barley 17 17 17 17
Wheat 20 20 20 20
Premix 2 2 2 2

Ascorbic acid
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Experimental design:

The design of the experiment included four dietary treatments,
each with three replicates with 10 fish stockings per tank, to
minimize stress levels. The experimental diets were categorized and
labelled as GRP-1; 0 mg/kg (control) Si-NP, GRP-2; 1 mg/kg Si-
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NP, GRP-3; 2 mg/kg Si-NP, and GRP-4; 3 mg/kg Si-NP inclusion
levels respectively. The trial was fed for 90 days. For aeration to
provide water quality, high-efficiency aquarium air pumps (SunSun
CT-402, power: 6 W, airflow: 4.0 L/min) and industrial-grade air
compressors (Hailea V-20, power: 50 W, airflow: 75 L/min; Hailea
V-30, power: 60 W, airflow: 85 L/min; Resun LP-100, power: 180
W, airflow: 0.140 m*min) was utilized. The water quality
parameters were traced daily in detail and adjusted as and when
required to maintain proper conditions for fish growth and
development. The pH, dissolved oxygen, and temperature values
measured were 7.2 £ 0.20, 6.8 = 0.5 mg/L, and 18 + 0.4°C,
respectively, to create a stable and controlled aquatic ecosystem for
the experiment.

Growth Measurement:

After rearing was completed, fish were fasted for 24 hours to
allow complete gut clearance. Then, the individual fish were
weighed on a high-accuracy digital balance (A&D HT-120) to
record their final body weight. Growth performance parameters like
initial weight (IW), final weight (FW), Weight gain (WG), feed
intake (FI), and feed conversion ratio (FCR) were determined as
below (Al Sulivany et al, 2024; Owais et al, 2024a. b;
Abdulrahman and Al Sulivany, 2025).

WG (g) =FW -IW.

FI (g) = Total feed given (g)/ Number of fish - duration of
feeding.

FCR = Feed intake (g) / WG (g).

Determination of Enzyme Activity Parameters:

After weighing, the fish were anesthetized using an MS-222
(tricaine methane sulfonate, 0.1 g. 1", Sigma-Aldrich, USA) to
minimize stress during the procedure. Blood samples were
collected from the caudal vein using 5 ml syringes. The blood was
then inserted into the gel tube without anticoagulants and
centrifuged at 1500 rpm for 5 minutes to separate the serum for
enzymatic activity parameters.

Preparation of Muscle and Heavy Metal Determination.

After blood sampling, five fish from each pond were
euthanatized with a quick cranial percussion to avoid causing any
undue stress. Under sterile conditions using sterile surgical scalpels,
a muscle tissue piece of about 2g (1x1 cm) was removed from the
mid-dorsal position of each fish. The tissue samples so collected
were oven-dried at 80-85 °C for 24 hours to remove the moisture
content. Following thorough drying, the samples were cooled to
room temperature and finely powdered using a clean ceramic
mortar and pestle to render them uniform (Ahmed & Hasan, 2019).

For heavy metal analysis, 0.5 g of the homogenized muscle
sample was precisely weighed and transferred into Teflon digestion
vessels, followed by the addition of 10 mL of concentrated nitric
acid (HNO3, 69%). The digestion process was performed in a
Milestone ETHOS UP microwave digestion system under

controlled conditions: ramping to 180 °C for 5 minutes, maintaining
digestion at 180 °C for 10 minutes, and allowing a cooling phase of
6 minutes. The completely digested samples were then transferred
to acid-cleaned volumetric flasks and diluted to a final volume of
10 mL using ultrapure deionized water. The prepared solutions were
stored at 4 °C until further analysis (Al-Imarah et al., 2024). To
quantify heavy metals, including Pb and Cd, Inductively Coupled
Plasma-Optical Emission Spectroscopy (ICP-OES) (PerkinElmer
Avio 500) was utilized. The system was equipped with a radial torch
and an argon saturation assembly to enhance signal stability. High-
purity (99.999%) argon gas was used for plasma, auxiliary, and
nebulizer functions, with optimized gas flow rates of 15.0 L/min for
plasma, 1.3 L/min for auxiliary, and 0.58 L/min for nebulizer. The
plasma generator's radio frequency (RF) power was set at 1.45 kW,
and the plasma vertical height was adjusted to 8 mm for optimal
detection sensitivity. The analytical parameters included a sample
uptake time of 20 sec, a delay time of 5 sec, a rinse time of 10 sec,
an initial stabilization time of 12 sec, and 5 sec between replicate
analyses. The emission wavelengths were selected for their high
sensitivity in detecting trace metals: Na* (589.592 nm), Co**
(238.892 nm), Ni** (213.857 nm), Fe** (267.716 nm), Mg*
(259.940 nm), AI** (285.213 nm), Zn** (220.353 nm), Pb** (327.395
nm), Cu* (231.604 nm), Cr** (396.152 nm), and Cd** (260.568 nm).
Before sample analysis, the instrument was calibrated using
certified multi-element standards to ensure precision and accuracy.

Ethical approval and consent:

All gave verbal
participation. The study's design and procedures were reviewed and

authors informed consent for their
approved by the Animal Ethics Committee of the Institutional
Research Committee under the Government Department of
Fisheries, Punjab, Pakistan, in compliance with ethical standards
(Code APF-129; 2023).

Statistical Analysis:

Statistical analysis was performed using GraphPad Prism 9. A
one-way analysis of variance (ANOVA) was conducted, followed
by Dunnett’s post hoc test to compare each experimental group with
the control. Results are presented as means =+ standard error (SE).

3. RESULTS

The result of the study evaluated the growth performance of
common carp feds diets supplemented with varying levels of Si-
NPs, indicating clear differences among the groups (Table 2 and
Figure 1; A, B, C, D, and E). The FW was highest in the GRP3 at
35+0.44 g, followed by GRP2 at 30.2+0.37 g, the GRP1 group at
25.84+0.37 g, and the GRP4 group at 22.8+0.33 g. Similarly, WG
was greatest in GRP3 (22.4 g), significantly higher than in GRP2,
GRP1, and GRP4. Feed intake (FI) was also highest in GRP3, while
GRP4 had the lowest intake (18.34 g). The FCR was most reduced
in GRP3 (1.269), whereas GRP4 showed the least efficiency
(1.646). Statistical analysis confirmed significant differences (P <
0.05) in FW, WG, FI, and FCR among the groups.

Table 2: The effects of Si-NPs on morphometric parameters and feed conversion ratio of C. carpio after 90 days of feeding trial.
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GRP1 GRP2 GRP3 GRP4
Growth Parameters
(Omg. kg™ (1mg. kg™ (2mg. kg (3mg. kg™
IW (g) 12.4+0.24 12.24+0.37 12.6+0.24 11.6+0.4
FW (g) 25.8a+0.37 30.2b+0.37 35¢+0.44 22.8d+0.33
WG (g) 13.4a+0.6 18b+0.44 22.4¢+0.5 11.2d+0.66
FI (g) 20a+0.54 24.8b+0.2 28.4¢+0.5 18.34a+0.9
FCR 1.498ac+0.034 1.381ab+0.036 1.269b+0.023 1.646¢+0.06
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Figure 1: The effects of Si-NPs on morphometric parameters and feed conversion ratio of C. carpio after 90 days of feeding trial. A;
Initial weight. B; Final Weight. C: Weight gain. D: Feed intake. E; for feed conversion ratio (FCR).

On the other hand, Table 3 and Figure 2; A, B, C, D, E, F, G,
H, and I reveal that the effects of Si-NPs on trace element
concentrations in the muscle tissue of fish revealed significant
changes across the groups, GRPO, the Na levels were (54+0.32
mg/l), increasing to (59.6+0.92 mg/l) in GRP1, (63.6+0.5 mg/l) in
GRP2, then reduced to (51.2+0.36 mg/l) in GRP3 (P < 0.05). Iron
(Fe) showed a similar patent, beginning at (8.44+0.06 mg/l) in
GRPO, elevating to (8.92+0.08 and 9.8+0.05) in GRP1 and GRP2
respectively, and then reducing in GRP3 (P < 0.05). Similarly, Mg

also increased significantly (P < 0.05) in GRPO, GRP1, and GRP2
and then reduced in GRP3. Other elements, such as Co, Ni, Al, Zn,
Cr, and Cd, also showed varying trends across the groups, with
GRP2 often exhibiting the highest concentrations. Furthermore,
some elements remained relatively stable. The level of Pb was
consistent across all groups at 0.2 mg/l, showing no significant
variation (P > 0.05). Also, Cu showed minimal changes, ranging
from (0.85+0.002 mg/l) in GRPO to (0.87+£0.001 mg/l) in GRP2,
with no significant differences among the groups (P > 0.05).

Table 3: The effects of SiNPs on the diet on trace elements in the muscle of C. carpio after 90 days of feeding trial.
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Trace Element GRP1 GRP2 GRP3 GRP4
(0mg. kg™ (1mg. kg™ (2mg. kg™ (3mg. kg™

Na (mg. I') 54%40.32 59.64+0.92 63.6+0.5 51.2%40.36
Co (mg. I') 0.003%£0.0005 0.005%+0.0004 0.008%:0.0004 0.01£0.002
Ni (mg. I'") 0.55%+0.0009 0.664+0.0007 0.79°+0.02 0.44%£0.0005
Fe (mg. I') 8.44°40.06 8.920+0.08 9.8%40.05 8.06%£0.04
Mg (mg. I') 31.2%£0.58 35.6440.5 40.4°£0.8 289£0.4
Al (mg. I'") 1.12%£0.04 1.4°£0.046 1.6£0.02 0.76£0.07
Zn (mg. 1) 6.9%40.04 7.3%40.06 7.6%40.05 6.4940.07
Pb (mg. 1) 0.2%+0.0003 0.2540.0009 0.240.0009 0.24+0.0006
Cu (mg. 1) 0.85+0.002 0.86+0.001 0.87+0.0006 0.84+0.0007
Cr (mg. 1) 0.41%£0.002 0.42°+0.002 0.44°+0.0012 0.37£0.001
Cd (mg. 1) 0.01*+0.0006 0.015%0.0007 0.02%:£0.0003 0.02%+0.0003

80+
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Figure 2: The effects of Si-NPs on trace elements in the muscle of C. carpio after 90 days of feeding trial.

The effect of different concentrations of Si-NPs on serum
enzyme activity is presented in (Table 4. and Figure 3). In the
GRP1, ALT activity was 14.4 + 0.25 U/L, while AST levels were
81.8 + 0.54 U/L. These values decreased significantly in GRP3,
with ALT reducing to 11.2 + 0.35 U/L and AST decreasing to 72.4
+ 1.2 U/L (P < 0.05). Similarly, ACP activity in GRP1 was 4.76 +

0.05 U/L, but in GRP3, it diminished to 3.78 + 0.12 U/L. LDH
activity also showed a clear reduction from 230.4 + 0.82 U/L in
GRP1 to 210.4 £ 0.81 U/L in GRP3 (P < 0.05). On the other hand,
in GRP4, serum enzyme activity levels returned to values similar to
those in the control group, with ALT at 12.8 £ 0.2 U/L and AST at
82.2 + 0.5 U/L, respectively.

Table 4: The effects of Si-NPs in the diet on Serum Enzyme activity of C. carpio during 90 days of feeding trial
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Enzvme Activi GRP1 GRP2 GRP3 GRP4
v t (0Omg. kg™) (Img. kg™) (2mg. kg™) (3mg. kg™)
ALT (U/L) 14.4b+0.25 12.8a+0.37 11.2¢+0.35 12.8a+0.2
AST (U/L) 81.8a+0.54 76.2bc+1.6 72.4c+1.2 82.2a+0.5
ACP (U/L) 4.76a+0.05 4.32ac+0.03 3.78b+0.12 4.54a+0.04
ALP (U/L) 174a+1.2 168.6a+2.2 157b+2.8 173.2a+0.96
LDH (U/L) 230.4a+0.82 220.6b+0.67 210.4cd+0.81 220.2d+2.08
A ALT 100 B AST e AcP
a be a a a
15+ b a 80 c — ac b —_
c — —= “ L
- - 601 =
5 10 g 5
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Figure 3: The effects of Si-NPs in the diet on Serum Enzyme activity of C. carpio during 90 days of feeding trial

4. DISCUSSION

The experiment was conducted to evaluate the effects of Si-
NPs on growth, heavy metals, and serum enzyme activity of C.
carpio throughout the 90-day feeding trial. The current study
confirmed that Si-NPs supplementation at 1 mg/kg (GRP2) and 2
mg/kg (GRP3) enhanced the growth performance of C. carpio
significantly compared to the control group (GRP1). The growth
parameters exhibited significant differences among the different
treatment groups. Gao and Wang (2021) suggest that when silicon
nanoparticles (Si-NPs) are used in moderate amounts, they can
significantly enhance the absorption of nutrients and promote fish
growth due to their ability to increase feed utilization and nutrient
utilization. Similarly, Liu et al. (2020) experimented to check the
effect of Si-NPs on fish. They confirmed that a medium
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concentration of Si-NPs increases feed utilization, nutrient
utilization, and growth performance of fish.

The study also revealed that higher doses of Si-NPs, such as 3
mg/kg, negatively impacted the growth performance of GRP4,
leading to poorer results. Similarly, Li e al. (2019) and Chen et al.
(2020) Using high amounts of these nanoparticles has been shown
to affect fish growth negatively, because these nanoparticles can
interfere with metabolic processes, slowing them down, and their
toxic nature at higher levels further damages the fish's health. Gao
et al. (2021) explored the effects of sub-lethal levels of Si-NPs on
growth-enhancing mechanisms. they found that Si-NPs positively
influenced gut health and enhanced nutrient absorption. This was
evident through the increased bioavailability of essential amino
acids and minerals, which are crucial for growth and development.
Liu et al. (2020) also explained that Si-NPs promote growth,
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oxidative stress, and reduction of overall fish health, and they also
act as antioxidants. Zhao et al. (2022) observed that nanoparticles
play a role in boosting digestion and optimizing nutrient absorption.
They achieve this by maintaining a healthy balance of gut bacteria
and supporting the proliferation of beneficial microbial
populations. In this study, a significant reduction in FCR in GRP2
and GRP3 was recorded, indicating the increased feed efficiency of
Si-NPs. Furthermore, the improved FCR indicated that Si-NPs
enhance protein synthesis and significantly increase the
consumption of metabolic energy. On the other hand, metabolic
imbalances were recorded in GRP4 due to increased FCR,
indicating that the overload of nanoparticles makes it less efficient
in converting feed to body weight. Hou et al. (2021) and Zhang et
al. (2022) findings indicated that high concentrations of Si-NPs
nanoparticles caused disruption of cell structure, swelling and can
lead to oxidative stress that lessen the growth and survival and
similarly Tacon et al. (2020) also described that changing feed to
body weight more proficiently that indicated the best FCR which is
an important factor in aquaculture profitability.

The current study also described the effect of Si-NPs on the
heavy metals, including both essential and non-essential trace
elements viz; Na, Co, Ni, Fe, Mg, Al, Zn, Pb, Cu, Cr, and Cd in C.
carpio. The findings of the present study are important in checking
the role of Si-NPs in maintaining homeostasis by regulating trace
elements, seeing the ecological toxicology and aquaculture
perspectives. Furthermore, most of the trace elements like Na, Co,
Ni, Fe, Mg, Al, Zn, Pb, Cr, and Cd significantly improved the serum
contents in GRP2 (1 mg/kg) and GRP3 (2 mg/kg) that indicated the
moderate levels of Si-NPs increased absorption and bioavailability
of such compounds. Hussain et al. (2024) described that a medium
level of Si-NP nanoparticles improved nutrient absorption in the
fish; similarly, Zhao et al (2022) also studied the effect of
nanoparticles on heavy metals and indicated increased permeability
and absorption of elements. On theother hand, GRP4 (3 mg/kg)
decreases the heavy metals viz; Na, Ni, Fe, Mg, Al, Zn, Pb, and Cr
because due to increased Si-NPs. Torrealba ef al. (2019) and Wang
et al. (2024) studied the effect of Si-NPs on fish. They explained
that high concentrations of Si-NPs disturb the homeostasis of trace
elements due to nanoparticle-induced oxidative stress by disruptive
metabolic pathways leading to deficiencies and imbalance. Jan et
al. (2015) and Das et al. (2025) also studied the effect of Si-NPs on
heavy metals in fish. They explained that at high concentrations of
Si-NPs, some elements, particularly Fe and Zn, are significant in
antioxidant defence systems and enzymatic functions.

The result also indicated that the effect of Si-NPs on serum
enzyme activities such as (ALT, AST, ACP, ALP, and LDH)
revealed significant alterations among the treatment groups and the
results specify that moderate doses of Si-NPs reduced tissue
damage and inhibited oxidative stress. In the present study, ALT and
AST levels reduced GRP2 and GRP3, indicating that Si-NPs are
able to save liver cells against oxidative damage, thus improving
overall liver function. Similarly, the level of serum LDH activities
was also reduced in GRP2 and GRP3, which may be due to the fact
that this enzyme improved cellular integrity. Farooq and his
colleagues also described that the moderate dose level of Si-NPs on
serum enzymes might be effective in antioxidant and metabolic
activities (Farooq et al., 2022). On the other hand, the high

concentration of Si-NPs in GRP4 on serum enzymes recorded poor
results that induced harmfulness at higher concentrations. Mehta
(2025) observed the drops in the activities of serum enzymes due to
the fact that this nanoparticle has strong antioxidant activity,
scavenging the free radicals and reducing oxidative stress.

Researchers observed that the high concentrations of Si-NPs
in the fish diet cause enzymes such as ALT and AST to become the
main source of liver damage and are naturally upregulated as a
reaction to oxidative stress (Min et al, 2023). Mahboub et al.
(2024) also studied that Excessive use of nanoparticles can lead to
oxidative stress, inflammation, and damage to cell structures,
ultimately inhibiting the health of tissues.

CONCLUSION

In the present study, we concluded that Si-NP dietary
supplementation of moderate levels (1-2 mg/kg) significantly
enhanced C. carpio growth performance, feed conversion rate, and
activity of enzymes. Si-NPs also influenced trace-clement levels of
trace elements, with enhanced nutrient delivery at optimal doses but
adverse effects at elevated doses (3 mg/kg). The findings reveal that
Si-NPs can be a valuable aquaculture feed supplement, but the
optimum dosage must be exercised to prevent potential toxicity.
Further investigation is needed to ascertain the long-term safety and
environmental impacts.

Acknowledgment

The authors thanks the team members Department of Fisheries
Saline Water Aquaculture Research Center for their support during
the publication process of this manuscript.

Statements and Declarations:

Ethical Approval: Department of Fisheries Saline Water
Aquaculture Research Center (APF-024).

Conflict of interest: The authors declared no potential conflict of
interest.

Consent to Participate: All authors have consented to submit the
article to this journal.

Consent to Publish: All authors have agreed to publish the article
in this journal.

Funding: This study did not receive specific funding from public,
commercial, or non-profit organizations.

Author Contributions:

M.O., and R.M.F., Investigation and writing. D.AM., and
B.S.A., formal analysis, data curation, visualization, and review and
editing; H.A.M. and S.D., software, validation, and resources. All
authors reviewed and approved the final version of the manuscript.

REFERENCES

Ahmed, S. S., & Hasan, M. A. (2019). Determination of
headetermination of some heavy metals in three fish species
from duhok city markets in Kurdistan of Iraq. Science
Journal of University of Zakho, 7(4), 152-157.
https://DOl.org/10.25271/sju0z.2019.7.4.621

Al Sulivany, B., Owais, M., Fazal, R., Asad, F., Hussein, N., &
Selamoglu, Z. (2024). Seasonal effects of protein levels on
common carp (Cyprinus carpio) body composition. Iraqi

203


https://doi.org/10.25271/sjuoz.2019.7.4.621

Owais et al/ Science Journal of University of Zakho, 13(2), 197-205 April-Jun, 2025

Journal of Aquaculture, 21(2), 111-127.
https://DOl.org/10.58629/ijaq.v21i2.520

Ali, A., Saeed, S., Hussain, R., Saif, M. S., Waqas, M., Asghar, I.
Hasan, M. (2024). Exploring the impact of silica and silica-
based nanoparticles on  serological  parameters,
histopathology, organ toxicity, and genotoxicity in Rattus
norvegicus. Applied Surface Science Advances, 19,
100551. https://DOlL.org/10.1016/j.apsadv.2023.100551

Al-Imarah, F., Al-Najare, G., Al-Faiz, N., & Younis, K. (2024).
Distribution of heavy metals in core sediments of Southern
Iraq Waterways. Technology audit and production reserves,
53 (79)), 25-30.  https:/DOlLorg/10.15587/2706-
5448.2024.314134

Al-Khayri, J. M., Rashmi, R., Surya Ulhas, R., Sudheer, W. N.,
Banadka, A., Nagella, P, ... & Almaghasla, M. 1. (2023).
The role of nanoparticles in response of plants to abiotic
stress at physiological, biochemical, and molecular levels.
Plants, 12(2), 292.

Balali-Mood, M., Naseri, K., Tahergorabi, Z., Khazdair, M. R., &
Sadeghi, M. (2021). Toxic mechanisms of five heavy
metals: mercury, lead, chromium, cadmium, and arsenic.
Frontiers in pharmacology, 12, 643972.
https://DO1.org/10.3389/fphar.2021.643972

Banday, U. Z., Swaleh, S. B., & Usmani, N. (2019). Insights into the
heavy metal-induced immunotoxic and genotoxic
alterations as health indicators of Clarias gariepinus
inhabiting a rivulet. Ecotoxicology and Environmental
Safety, 183, 109584.
https://DOl.org/10.1016/j.ecoenv.2019.109584

Ceccotti, C., Al-Sulaivany, B. S. A., Al-Habbib, O. A. M., Saroglia,
M., Rimoldi, S., & Terova, G. (2019). Protective Effect of
Dietary Taurine from ROS Production in European Seabass
under Conditions of Forced Swimming. Animals, 9(9), 607.
https://doi.org/10.3390/ani9090607

Chan, C. Y., Tran, N., Pethiyagoda, S., Crissman, C. C., Sulser, T. B.,
& Phillips, M. J. (2019). Prospects and challenges of fish
for food security in Africa. Global Food Security, 20: 17—
25. https://DOlLorg/10.1016/1.¢fs.2018.12.002

Chen, Y., Zhang, X., & Li, J. (2020). Toxicity of nanoparticles in
aquatic organisms: A review. Environmental Science and
Pollution Research, 27(12), 13384-13398.
https://DOI.org/10.1007/s11356-020-07877-3.

Das, P. S., Rohani, M. F., Al Sulivany, B. S., Nibir, S. S., Juthi, R. A,
Satter, A., ... & Ismael, S. S. (2025). Dietary silica
nanoparticle ameliorates the growth performance and
muscle composition of stinging catfish heteropneustes
fossilis. Science Journal of University of Zakho, 13(1), 33-
39. https://DOl.org/10.25271/sju0z.2025.13.1.1394

El-Naby, A. S. A., El Asely, A. M., Hussein, M. N., Khattaby, A. E.
R. A., & Abo-Al-Ela, H. G. (2025). Impact of dietary
Biocide clay on growth, physiological status, and
histological indicators of the liver and digestive tract in Nile
tilapia (Oreochromis niloticus). Scientific Reports, 15(1),
5311. https://DOI.org/10.1038/s41598-025-89042-9

Farooq, M. A., Hannan, F., Islam, F., Ayyaz, A., Zhang, N., Chen, W.,
... & Zhou, W. (2022). The potential of nanomaterials for
sustainable modern agriculture: present findings and future
perspectives. Environmental Science: Nano, 9(6), 1926-
1951.

Gao, Y., Wang, X., & Liu, H. (2021). Silicon nanoparticles enhance
nutrient absorption and growth performance in fish.
Aquaculture Nutrition, 27(3), 567-576.
https://DOl.org/10.1111/anu.13245.

Ghafarifarsani, H., Hoseinifar, S. H., Raeeszadeh, M., Vijayaram, S.,
Rohani, M. F., Van Doan, H., & Sun, Y. Z. (2024).

Comparative effect of chemical and green zinc
nanoparticles on the growth, hematology, serum
biochemical, antioxidant parameters, and immunity in
serum and mucus of goldfish, Carassius auratus (Linnaeus,
1758). Biological Trace Element Research, 202(3), 1264-
1278. DOI: 10.1007/s12011-023-03753-6.

Hamed, A., & Badran, S. R. (2024). The role of rice husk in
Oreochromis niloticus safety enhancement by bio-
adsorbing copper oxide nanoparticles following its green
synthesis: an endeavor to advance environmental
sustainability.  Scientific ~ Reports,  14(1), 23730.
https://DOI.org/10.1038/s41598-024-74113-0

Hoseini, S. M., Al Sulivany, B. S. A. Kordmahalleh, A. A,
Abdollahpour, H., Rajabiesterabadi, H. and Morteza
Yousefi. (2025). Effects of dietary citric acid, lactic acid,
and potassium sorbate mixture on growth performance and
intestinal immunological parameters in common carp
(Cyprinus carpio) juveniles. World Aquaculture Society,
Wiley, 56, 1, 1-18.

Hou, J., Zhang, Y., & Li, X. (2011). Oxidative stress and
inflammation induced by nanoparticles in aquatic
organisms. Aquatic Toxicology, 105(3-4), 78-86.
https://DOl.org/10.1016/j.aquatox.2011.05.014.

Hussain, S. M., Nacem, E., Alj, S., Adrees, M., Riaz, D., Paray, B. A.,
& Naeem, A. (2024). Evaluation of growth, nutrient
absorption, body composition and blood indices under
dietary exposure of iron oxide nanoparticles in Common
carp (Cyprinus carpio). Journal of Animal Physiology and
Animal Nutrition, 108(2), 366-373.
https://DOlorg/10.1111/jpn.13898

Jan, A. T., Azam, M., Siddiqui, K., Ali, A., Choi, ., & Haq, Q. M. R.

(2015). Heavy metals and human health: mechanistic

insight into toxicity and counter defence system of

antioxidants. International journal of molecular sciences,

16(12), 29592-29630.

H.S., AbuBakr, H.O., Aljuaydi, S.H.(2024). Aquatic

assessment of the chelating ability of Silica-stabilized

magnetite nanocomposite to lead nitrate toxicity with
emphasis on their impact on hepatorenal, oxidative stress,
genotoxicity, histopathological, and bioaccumulation
parameters in Oreochromis niloticus and Clarias

gariepinus. BMC Vet Res 20, 262.

https://DOI.org/10.1186/s12917-024-04094-9

Laz-Figueroa, K., Valenzuela-Cobos, J., & Guevara-Viejo, F. (2024).
Assessing Feeding Regimes and Its Impact on Tilapia
(Oreochromis sp.) Performance and Aquaculturist
Perceptions in Aquaculture. Egyptian Journal of Aquatic
Biology Fisheries, 28(6).
10.21608/EJABF.2024.393891.

Li, Z., Wang, Y., & Chen, X. (2019). Effects of nanoparticle size and
concentration on fish growth and metabolism. Journal of
Aquatic Animal Health, 31(2), 123-132.
https://DOl.org/10.1002/aah.10056

Liu, X., Zhao, Y., & Zhang, Z. (2020). Antioxidant effects of silicon
nanoparticles in fish: A review. Fish & Shellfish
Immunology, 98, 123-130.
https://DOLorg/10.1016/5.fs1.2020.01.012.

Mahboub, H. H., Gad, W. M., Aziz, E. K. (2024). Silica nanoparticles
alleviate the immunosuppression, oxidative stress, and
biochemical, behavioral, and histopathological alterations
induced by Aeromonas veronii infection in African catfish
(Clarias gariepinus). Fish Physiol Biochem 50, 767-783.
https://DOL.Org/10.1007/s10695-023-01274-6

Mehta, S. (2025). Introduction to Nanoparticles, Synthesis
Characterization and Clinical Status. In Nanoparticles in

Khalefa,

204


https://doi.org/10.58629/ijaq.v21i2.520
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.apsadv.2023.100551
https://doi.org/10.15587/2706-5448.2024.314134
https://doi.org/10.15587/2706-5448.2024.314134
https://doi.org/10.3389/fphar.2021.643972
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ecoenv.2019.109584
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.gfs.2018.12.002
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11356-020-07877-3
https://doi.org/10.25271/sjuoz.2025.13.1.1394
https://doi.org/10.1038/s41598-025-89042-9
https://doi.org/10.1111/anu.13245
https://doi.org/10.1038/s41598-024-74113-0
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/authored-by/Hoseini/Seyyed+Morteza
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/authored-by/Al+Sulivany/Basim+S.+A.
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/authored-by/Afzali%E2%80%90Kordmahalleh/Alireza
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/authored-by/Abdollahpour/Hamed
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/authored-by/Rajabiesterabadi/Hamid
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/authored-by/Yousefi/Morteza
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/authored-by/Yousefi/Morteza
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.aquatox.2011.05.014
https://doi.org/10.1111/jpn.13898
https://doi.org/10.1186/s12917-024-04094-9
https://doi.org/10.1002/aah.10056
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.fsi.2020.01.012
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10695-023-01274-6

Owais et al/ Science Journal of University of Zakho, 13(2), 197-205 April-Jun, 2025

the Management of Atherosclerosis: A Machine-Generated
Literature Overview (pp. 83—214). Cham: Springer Nature
Switzerland

Min, Y., Suminda, G. G. D., Heo, Y., Kim, M., Ghosh, M., & Son, Y.
0. (2023). Metal-based nanoparticles and their relevant
consequences on cytotoxicity cascade and induced
oxidative stress. Antioxidants, 12(3), 703.

Owais, M., Al Sulivany, B. S. A., Fazal, R. M., & Abdellatif, M.
(2024b). Evaluating Growth and Nutrient Composition of
African Catfish Under Different Salinities. Science Journal
of University of Zakho, 12(4), 407-412.
https://DOI.org/10.25271/sju0z.2024.12.4.1355

Owais, M., Al Sulivany, B., Abdulhalim, B. A., & Mehroz, R.
(2024a). The Pangas Catfish Pangasius pangasius; Growth
Efficiency and Nutritional Composition Under Variety of
Saltwater Challenges. Egyptian Journal of Aquatic Biology
& Fisheries, 28(6). 10.21608/ejabf.2024.389994.

Abdulrahman, P, M, S.; Al Sulivany, B. S. A. (2025). Dietary Quercus
infectoria Mitigates Lead Nitrate Toxicity in Common Carp
(Cyprinus carpio): Impacts on Growth Performance,
Condition  Factors, Weight Length Relationship,
Hematological Responses, and Detoxification Potential
During 60-Day Exposure. Egyprian Journal of Aquatic
Biology and Fisherie, 29(2); 383-405.
DOI: 10.21608/¢jabf.2025.416695

Rahman, A. N. A., Mahboub, H. H., Ezz-Eldin, R. M., Abdelwarith,
A. A., Younis, E. M., Khamis, T., ... & Reyad, Y. A. (2025).
Lead toxicity in African catfish: Promising role of
magnetite nanogel against etho-neurological alterations,

antioxidant suppression, gene toxicity, and
histopathological/immunohistochemical disruptions.
Aquaculture, 594, 741411.

https://DOL.Org/10.1016/j.aquaculture.2024.741411

Reda, R. M., Zaki, E. M., AA Aioub, A., Metwally, M. M., Yassin, A.
M., & Mahsoub, F. (2025). Behavioural, biochemical,
immune, and histological responses of Nile tilapia
(Oreochromis niloticus Linnaeus, 1758) to lead, mercury,
and pendimethalin exposure: individual and combined
effects. Environmental Sciences Europe, 37(1), 11.
https://DOl.org/10.1186/s12302-024-01047-9

Roy, T. K., Islam, M. S., Mahiddin, N. A., Hossain, S. A., Biswas, T.,
Antu, U. B, ... & Ismail, Z. (2025). Application of
Nanoparticles (NPs) to Ameliorate Abiotic Stress in

Economically Important Crop Species: a Potential Review.
Journal of Crop Health, 77(1), 1-20. 10.1007/s10343-024-
01069-6.

Singha, K. P., Shamna, N., Sahu, N. P., Sardar, P., Harikrishna, V.,
Thirunavukkarasar, R., Chowdhury, D. K., Maiti, M. K., &
Krishna, G. (2021). Optimum dietary crude protein for the
culture of genetically improved farmed tilapia (GIFT),
Oreochromis niloticus (Linnaeus, 1758) juveniles in low
inland saline water: Effects on growth, metabolism and
gene expression. Animal Feed Science and Technology,
271, 114713.
https://DOI.0rg/10.1016/j.anifeedsci.2020.114713

Tacon, A. G. J., Metian, M., & Hasan, M. R. (2020). Feed conversion
efficiency in aquaculture: A global review. Reviews in
Aquaculture, 12(2), 677-702.
https://doi.org/10.1111/raq.12343 Wang, L., Zhang, H., &
Li, Q. (2021). The role of nanoparticles in improving feed
efficiency in aquaculture. Aquaculture Research, 52(3),
987-996. https://DOIL.Ore/10.1111/are. 14956

Torrealba, D., More-Bayona, J. A., Wakaruk, J., & Barreda, D. R.
(2019). Innate immunity provides health biomarkers for
teleosts exposed to nanoparticles. Frontiers in immunology,
9, 3074.

Wagner, J., and Stanton, T. L. (2012). Formulating RationsWith the
Pearson Square., CO: Colorado State University.

Wang, Y. L., Lee, Y. H., Chou, C. L., Chang, Y. S., Liu, W. C., & Chiu,
H. W. (2024). Oxidative stress and potential effects of metal
nanoparticles: A review of biocompatibility and toxicity
concerns. Environmental Pollution, 123617.

Zhang, J., Eggen, M., Peruzzi, S., Klokkerengen, R., Sundfer, E.,
Odei, D. K., ... & Mota, V. C. (2024). Effects of prolonged
application of peracetic acid-based disinfectant on
recirculating aquaculture systems stocked with Atlantic
salmon parr. Science of The Total Environment, 173762.
https://DOI.ORG/10.1016/.scitotenv.2024.173762

Zhang, X., Li, Y., & Wang, Z. (2022). Toxicity mechanisms of
nanoparticles in aquatic organisms. Environmental
Toxicology  and Chemistry,  41(4), 789-799.
https://DOI.Org/10.1002/etc.5289

Zhao, L., Wang, J., & Liu, Y. (2022). Modulation of gut microbiota
by nanoparticles in fish: Implications for growth and health.
Aquaculture, 548, 737-745.
https://DOI.ORg/10.1016/j.aquaculture.2021.737745

205


https://doi.org/10.25271/sjuoz.2024.12.4.1355
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.aquaculture.2024.741411
https://doi.org/10.1186/s12302-024-01047-9
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.anifeedsci.2020.114713
https://doi.org/10.1111/are.14956
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.scitotenv.2024.173762
https://doi.org/10.1002/etc.5289
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.aquaculture.2021.737745

